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Joseph Goebbels 


Paul Joseph Goebbels (29 October 1897 — 1 May 1945) was 
a German politician, and Minister for Public Enlightenment 
and Propaganda in National Socialist Germany from 1933 to 
1945. He was "possibly the most intelligent member of the 
National Socialist hierarchy, not excluding Hitler himself", 
and was one of Hitler's closest associates. 


Goebbels, along with Hitler and Goring, came to comprise the 
leadership ‘trinity’ of the early National Socialist party. As 
WWII progressed, Goring fell from grace. Goebbels has been 
argued to have eclipsed even Himmler in influence, becoming 
the de facto second-in-command (on non-security issues), and 
by 1943 to be virtually running the country while Hitler was 
running the war,|2] 

The Joseph Goebbels Cabinet was named by Adolf Hitler in 
his political testament of 30 April 1945. To replace himself, 
Hitler named Grand Admiral Karl Donitz as Reichsprasident 
and Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels as Reichskanzler. 
The cabinet was short-lived. His government was followed by 
the Flensburg Government under Dönitz. Goebbels and his 
family committed suicide on 1 May, one day after Adolf Hitler 
at the end of WWII. 


Conventional and "victors' history" versions of Dr. Goebbels's 
life are easily found in numerous online sources. This article 
will instead describe some less politically correct views. 
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Joseph Goebbels 


Reichsleiter Dr. phil. Joseph Goebbels, Reich Minister, 
member of the Reichstag, honorary citizen of Berlin, 
Teltow and Potsdam as well as commander of the 
Volkssturm in Gau Berlin during the Battle of Berlin 


Chancellor of Germany 


In office 
30 April 1945 — 1 May 1945 
President Karl Donitz 


Preceded by Adolf Hitler 


Succeeded by Lutz Schwerin von Krosigk (htt 
ps://de.metapedia.org/wiki/Sch 
werin-Krosigk, Lutz_von) (as 


Leading Minister)!“ 


Stadtprasident of Berlin 


In office 
7 April 1944 — 1 May 1945 


Preceded by Ludwig Steeg 
Succeeded by Office abolished’ 


Reichsminister of Public Enlightenment 
and Propaganda 


In office 
14 March 1933 — 30 April 1945 
Chancellor Adolf Hitler 


Preceded by Office established 
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7 October 1943 entry Succeeded by Werner Naumann (https://de.m 
14 March 1945 entry etapedia.org/wiki/Naumann,_W 
Other diary entries erner_(1909)) 
Non-diary statements Gauleiter of Berlin 
"The War and the Jews" ` 
In office 
26 October 1926 — 1 May 1945 
Gallery Führer Adolf Hitler 
See also Preceded by Ernst Schlange 
External links Succeeded by Office abolished 
Articles on the diary 
Article archives Additional positions 
In books 
Ssicee Born 29 October 1897 
2 Rheydt, Kingdom of Prussia, 
References German Empire 
Died 1 May 1945 (aged 47) 


Berlin, Free State of Prussia, 
German Reich 


Political party NSDAP (1924—1945) 
Spouse(s) œ% 19 December 1931 Magda 


Life 


Ritschel 
Early Life Children Goebbels children (https://de.m 
Paul Joseph Goebbels was born on 29 October 1897 in Rheydt, Gobbi) a 
an industrial town south of Mönchengladbach near | Ajma mater 
Düsseldorf, Germany. Both of his parents were Roman = University of Bonn 
Catholics with modest family backgrounds. His father Fritz = University of Würzburg 


= University of Freiburg 
= University of Munich 
= University of Heidelberg 


was a German factory clerk; his mother Katharina Maria (née 
Odenhausen) was born to Dutch and German parents in a 
Dutch village close to the border with Germany. Goebbels had 
five siblings: Konrad (1893-1949), Hans (1895-1947), Maria = PhD (Dr. phil.), 1921 
(1896-1896), Elisabeth (1901-1915), and Maria (1910-1949). 
Goebbels was educated at a local grammar school, where he 
completed his Abitur (school leaving examination) in 1916. 
Beginning in childhood he suffered a deformity of his right 
foot caused by an unsuccessful operation for the bacterial 
infection osteomyelitis, which some mistook for clubfoot. He 
wore a metal brace and special shoe to compensate for his 
shortened leg. As a result of these conditions, he was rejected 
for military service in World War I. 


However, with a brilliant mind Goebbels compensated for 
his physical limitation with great intellectual 


- 4 4 
Joseph and Magda's wedding day, with her son 
Harald Quandt. Adolf Hitler, their best man, can be 
seen in the background. 


DN à 


accomplishments. His parents expected Joseph to train as a 
priest, but he had his own ideas and studied literature and 
philosophy at universities in Bonn, Würzburg, Freiburg im 


Breisgau and Heidelberg. After completing his doctorate in 
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1921, Dr. Goebbels sought a job as a journalist or 
dramaturge, but his applications were refused. Therefore he 
worked up to 1923 at the Dresdner Bank in Köln. This work 
did not satisfy him and he tried for several years to become a 
published author. 


NSDAP and marriage 


Goebbels came into contact with the NSDAP in 1923, during 
the campaign of resistance to the French occupation of the 
Ruhr. But Adolf Hitler’s imprisonment following the failed 
November 1923 "Munich Putsch" left the party temporarily 
leaderless, and when the 27-year-old Goebbels joined the 
party in late 1924 the most important influence on his 
political development was Gregor Strasser, who became 


organiser in northern Germany in March 1924. 


In February 1926, Hitler, having finished working on Mein 
Kampf, and made a return to party affairs and soon 
disabused the northerners (Strasser) of any illusions about 


where he stood. He summoned about 60 Gauleiter and other 


Goebbels speaking in the Lustgarten, Berlin, 1 
May 1935 


activists, including Goebbels, to a meeting at Bamberg, in 
Julius Streicher’s gau of Franconia, where he gave a two- 
hour speech repudiating the political programme of the 
"socialist" wing of the party. Recognising Goebbels’s talents 
Hitler brought him to Munich in April and gave him a long 
private audience. Hitler berated Goebbels over his support 
for the "socialist" wing, but offered to "wipe the slate clean" if 
Dr Goebbels would now accept his leadership. Goebbels 
capitulated completely, offering Hitler his total loyalty and 
which he adhered to until the end of his life. 


He was appointed Gauleiter (district leader) for Berlin in 
1926. He used his knowledge of propaganda and 
communication to the full and fought local socialist and 
communist parties with the help of the National Socialist 
press and the paramilitary SA. During this period, he 
founded the newspaper Der Angriff (The Attack). In 1928, 
Goebbels became a member of the Reichstag. Goebbels 
continued to be elected to the Reichstag at every subsequent 
election during the Weimar and National Socialist regimes. 
In April 1930, Hitler publicly and firmly announced his 
opposition to Gregor Strasser and appointed Goebbels to 
replace him as Reich leader of National Socialist Party 
propaganda. 


Dr. Goebbels married in 1931 to Magda Quandt, with whom Adolf Hitler congratulating Dr. Goebbels me his 
he had six children. Magda Quandt's first husband was 39th birthday in 1936 
Günther Quandt, a German industrialist, and she had a son, 


Harald, with him. 
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Hitler was appointed as Reich chancellor on 30 January 
1933. Goebbels finally received Hitler's appointment to the 
cabinet, officially becoming head of the newly created Reich 
Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda on 14 
March. 


Death 


The end of World War II, Goebbels joined Hitler in Berlin 
until the very end, and after Hitler's suicide, he was the 
second person to hold the post of Chancellor of the Third A 
Reich. 


On 30 April, with the Russians advancing to within a few 
hundred metres of the bunker, Hitler dictated his last will 
and testament. Dr. Goebbels was one of four witnesses to 


Hitler's last will and testament. Not long after completing it, 


Hitler shot himself. 
The family Goebbels visit Adolf Hitler at the 
In his last will and testament, Hitler named no successor as Berghof in Obersalzberg in 1938 


Führer or leader of the Party. Instead, Hitler appointed Dr. 
Goebbels Reich Chancellor, Grand Admiral Karl Donitz, who 
was at Flensburg near the Danish border, Reich President PF 
and Martin Bormann, Hitler's chief of staff, Party Minister. 


At 8 p.m. on the evening of 1 May, Goebbels arranged for an 
SS doctor, Helmut Kunz, to kill his six children with 
something "sweetened" to drink. According to Kunz's 
testimony, he gave the children morphine but it was Magda 
Goebbels and Stumpfegger, Hitler's personal doctor, who 
then administered the cyanide (when they were unconscious, 
crushing an ampoule of cyanide in each of their mouths). 
Shortly afterwards, Dr. Goebbels and his wife Magda walked 
up to the garden of the Chancellery, where they committed 


suicide. 


Goebbels and propaganda 


He was "Minister for Public Enlightenment and 
Propaganda", but the word "propaganda" at this time had a 
somewhat different meaning than today, as explained in the 
article on Propaganda. 


Joseph Goebbels in 1941 


Goebbels is now depicted as a master of false propaganda 
and the "Big Lie". 


Another view is that "Goebbels was successful as a propagandist not because he was a master of the “Big Lie,” but 
rather as a result of his fidelity to facts and truth."|3] 


There remains the problem of Goebbels’ reputation. He wore the title of Big Liar 
(bestowed by Anglo-Saxon propaganda) and yet he never stopped battling for 
propaganda to be as accurate as possible. He preferred being cynical and brutal to 
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being caught in a lie. He used to say: “Everybody must know what the situation is.” 
He was always the first to announce disastrous events or difficult situations, 
without hiding anything. The result was a general belief between 1939 and 1942 
that German communiqués not only were more concise, clearer and less cluttered, 
but were more truthful than Allied communiqués (American and neutral opinion) 
— and, furthermore, that the Germans published all the news two or three days 
before the Allies. All this is so true that pinning the title of Big Liar on Goebbels 
must be considered quite a propaganda success. 

—French scholar Jacques Ellul.!3! 


He consistently held that propaganda should be accurate and truthful. In an 
address given in September 1934 in Nuremberg, he said: "Good propaganda does 
not need to lie, indeed it may not lie. It has no reason to fear the truth. It is a 
mistake to believe that people cannot take the truth. They can. It is only a matter of 
presenting the truth to people in a way that they will be able to understand. A 
propaganda that lies proves that it has a bad cause. It cannot be successful in the 
long run." In an article written in 1941, he cited examples of false British wartime 
claims, and went on to charge that British propagandists had adopted the "big lie" 
technique that Hitler had identified and condemned in his book Mein Kampf. 
Goebbels wrote: "The English follow the principle that when one lies, one should lie 
big, and stick to it. They keep up their lies, even at the risk of looking ridiculous." 
—Holocaust revisionist Mark Weber.|4! 


Some alleged statements by Goebbels involving propaganda and lies have been stated to lack sources and be 
fraudulent.!41 


See also Allied psychological warfare. 


Goebbels and the Holocaust 


Goebbels's chief secretary 


Brunhilde Pomsel was Goebbels' chief secretary, who dealt with all his correspondence, both personal and State, who 
had access to top-secret papers during the war. In 2016, shortly before her death, she stated that neither she nor her 
co-workers knew of the alleged mass exterminations of Jews until after the war, and that Goebbels never mentioned it 
in his correspondence. |5Il61 


Goebbels's diary 


Goebbels maintained a near-daily diary until his death. This amounted to 75,000 pages in its original version. It has 
been cited by both Holocaust revisionists and anti-revisionists as evidence. 


The diary stated that Goebbels had extensive knowledge of the German policy on Jews during the time period when 
genocidal killings allegedly occurred, such as from SS (SD) reports and from discussions with Hitler on the "Jewish 
Question" during this time period.!Z] 


Questioned authenticity 


All entries in the diary dated later than July 1941 (exactly the date when the Holocaust is often alleged to have started) 
are typewritten and could thus easily have been changed by retyping.!8! 


The typed pages were in Soviet possession before they later came into American possession. This has been argued to 
cast further doubt on the authenticity. [8] 
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The contents of a document may in some places in the document have been interpreted incorrectly and may in other 
places have been fabricated/edited. This could occur if the editor/fabricator used an original document as a template 
and made relatively minor changes when creating the new false document, but with these changes creating an overall 
misleading impression also regarding the parts which were not edited/fabricated. The motivations for only making 
relatively minor changes include that it is often very difficult and risky to forge a convincing completely new document, 


while making relatively minor changes to an already existing document is much easier and quicker. 


However, the rest of the discussion in this article will assume that all entries are authentic (but sometimes 


mistranslated or misinterpreted). 


Questioned interpretation 


A 2010 revisionist examination by Thomas Dalton argued that "Goebbels’s diaries, like Hitler’s ‘table talk’ reflections, 
are not well known or citied, even among the so-called experts. I think we can now see why: these entries offer very 
little support for the orthodox view, and raise lots of troublesome issues that must be explained away—not the least 
of which is the fact that, if we are to believe the exterminationists, Goebbels systematically lied to himself or 
otherwise falsified his own private diary, for years, for the sake of some unknown future events. This is simply not 


credible. Nor is the possibility that he was unaware of the mass killing that was allegedly happening." 9l71 


Revisionists have argued that some non-revisionists have cherry picked quotes, mistranslated some German words, 
and ignored context in order to give a misleading impression. Also ignored, it is argued, is that Goebbels in his diary 
wrote about removing, pushing out, or deporting Jews, while making no clear reference to killings while the Holocaust 
was supposed to be ongoing. !9J[Z][o] 


“Liquidate" 


Those citing the diary as Holocaust evidence often state that Goebbels wrote about Jews being "liquidated" (German: 
"liquidiert"). "Liquidated" is claimed to mean "exterminated". 


See Meanings and translations of German words and Holocaust revisionism on this topic in general, such as several 
German words argued to be incorrectly translated/interpreted as referring to "extermination", with the argued correct 
meaning being "removal" of Jews and/or "removal" of argued harmful Jewish influence. 


Etymologically the German "liquidieren" and the English "liquidate" originate from the Latin liquidus ("liquid"). 
Various extended meanings originate from the sense of making something clear or to clarify. The word was applied by 
communists to ideological opponents in the sense of cleansing, purifying, or purging in the 1920s. This use by 
communists meant "removing", such as by excluding from an organization, and not necessarily killing. A similar word 
is "purge", etymologically also meaning to "make clear", and in an extended sense also meaning "removing" (such as 


from an organization), and not necessarily killing. 


The English word "liquidate" has had extensive changing in meaning over time. The 1828 and 1913 Webster's 
dictionaries list no sense in which liquidate means "to kill", but several related to "make clear". In 2015, Merriam- 


Webster lists "to kill" as one sense of the word and "to make clear" is described as archaic usage. HE2] 


Dalton has stated on the German word that "Nor at the time, in the 1940s, did the word necessarily mean murder. An 
article in the London Times had this to say: “The rest of the Jews in the General Government...would be liquidated, 
which means either transported eastward in cattle trucks to an unknown destination, or killed where they stood” (4 
December 1942; p. 3). Holocaust survivor Thomas Buergenthal (2009: 49) writes of his experience in the Kielce 
ghetto: “The ghetto was being liquidated or, in the words bellowing out of the loudspeakers, Ausseidlung! 
Ausseidlung! (Evacuation! Evacuation!’).” And later he comments, “After the liquidation of the labor camp...” (p. 56). 
Clearly the word means, and meant, something other than killing."!9! 
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Regarding the stated use of the word in the diary, in some cases this is argued to be mistranslations of German, in 
other cases Goebbels does talk about liquidating Jews in Europe, but it is clear from other passages also using the word 


that liquidate does not necessarily mean killing. 


Thus, on 19 March 1941, Goebbels stated that "Early flight to Posen. ... Here, all sorts have been liquidated 
(liquidiert), above all the Jewish trash. This has to be. I explain the situation to Greiser\."!9] This is dated before the 
alleged start of the Holocaust. Thus, liquidate here refers to the expulsions of the non-Germans, such as Jews and 
Poles, from Posen (Poznan) (which had been annexed by Germany) to the General Government. That such an 
expulsion of non-Germans from Posen to the General Government occurred is stated in non-Holocaust revisionist 


sources, 43] 


On 6 March 1942, Goebbels stated that "Anyway, I am of the opinion that the greater the number of Jews liquidated 
(liquidiert), the more consolidated will be the situation in Europe after this war. One must have no mistaken 
sentimentality about it. The Jews are Europe's misfortune; they must somehow be removed (beseitigt), otherwise we 
are in danger of being removed (beseitigt) by them." The entry the very next day, on March 7, 1942, unambiguously 
referred to deportations and not killings as the "final solution" to the "Jewish Question". The entry thus stated that "I 
read a detailed report from the SD and police regarding a final solution of the Jewish Question. Any final solution 
involves a tremendous number of new viewpoints. The Jewish Question must be solved within a pan-European 
frame. There are 11 million Jews still in Europe. They will have to be concentrated later, to begin with, in the East; 
possibly an island, such as Madagascar, can be assigned to them after the war. In any case there can be no peace in 
Europe until the last Jews are shut off from (ausgeschaltet) the continent." [917] 


The 30 May 1942 entry also included liquidate and discussed deportations. "one must liquidate (liquidieren) the 
Jewish danger, cost it what it will. [...] the Führer does not at all wish that the Jews should be evacuated (evakuiert) 
to Siberia. There, under the harshest living conditions, they would undoubtedly develop again a strong life-element. 
He would much prefer to resettle (aussiedeln) them in central Africa. There they would live in a climate that would 
certainly not make them strong and resistant. In any case, it is the Führer’s goal to make Western Europe completely 
Jew-free. Here they may no longer have their homeland."!Z 


27 March 1942 entry 


The 27 March 1942 entry is very often quoted by supporters of the politically correct view on the Holocaust, although 


usually quoted only selectively, such as by often excluding the first sentence: 


Beginning with Lublin, the Jews in the General Government are now being 
evacuated (abgeschoben) eastward. The procedure is a pretty barbaric one and 
not to be described here more definitely. Not much will remain of the Jews. On the 
whole it can be said that about 60 percent of them will have to be liquidated 
(liquidiert) whereas only about 40 percent can be used for forced labor. 

The former Gauleiter of Vienna, who is to carry this measure through, is doing it with considerable 
circumspection and according to a method that does not attract too much attention. A judgment is 
being visited upon the Jews that, while barbaric, is fully deserved by them. The prophesy which the 
Führer made about them for having brought on a new World War is beginning to come true in a 
most terrible manner. One must not be sentimental in these matters. If we did not fight the Jews, 
they would destroy us (vernichten). It’s a life-and-death struggle between the Aryan race and the 
Jewish bacillus. No other government and no other regime would have the strength for such a 
global solution of this question. Here, too, the Fiihrer is the undismayed champion of a radical 
solution necessitated by conditions, and therefore inexorable. Fortunately a whole series of 
possibilities presents itself for us in wartime that would be denied us in peacetime. We shall have to 
profit by this. 
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The ghettos that will be emptied in the cities of the 


General Government will now be refilled with GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


LEGEND 


Jews thrown out (ausgeschobenen) of the Reich. 


DISTRIKT 
Kreishauptmannschaft 
Stadtkreis 


CAPITAL 
= Fell Barbarossa 


This process is to be repeated from time to time. 
There is nothing funny in it for the Jews, and the 
fact that Jewry’s representatives in England and 


America are today organizing and sponsoring 
the war against Germany must be paid for 
dearly by its representatives in Europe—and 


that’s only right.!Z1 


bce od ERIR ATRIA U 


pe GD 


Neu Sondez 


Revisionists argue that the interpretation of it as describing 
extermination depends on the politically correct 
interpretation of words such as "liquidiert", "vernichten", 
and "solution". 


Map of the General Government showing the 
location of Lublin in the east. Often 'official 
Views on these words. histories' quote very selectively and exclude first 
sentence "beginning with Lublin, the Jews in the 
General Government are now being evacuated 
(abgeschoben) eastward", thus implying 


= Generally, see Meanings and translations of German 
words and Holocaust revisionism on general revisionist 


= Regarding "liquidiert", see the section on "Liquidate" in 
this article. Revisionists argue that liquidiert in this entry 
refers to deportation further to the east of all Jews 


unable to work. Those able to work would do so as evacuation of the Jews out of Poland. This is 
forced laborers. This is argued to be supported by a inconsistent with other politically correct views that 
document from 17 March 1942, which describes sorting the Jews were killed or remained in Poland. 


of Jews at the Belzec camp (see the entry on that date 

in the article on World War II statements argued to 

support Holocaust revisionism). Other documents are argued to show that there was no extermination of those 
deported. The phrase "not much will remain of the Jews" is argued to refer to an absence of Jews and their earlier 


economic, political, and social influence in western and central Europe. NANS] 


= Regarding "solution" of the "Jewish question", see Meanings and translations of German words and Holocaust 
revisionism: The "Final Solution of the Jewish Question" on revisionist views, such as this phrase being used 
already in 1897 and 1899 by the very prominent Jewish Zionist Theodor Herzl who described Zionism as the "final 
solution of the Jewish question". 


=a Regarding "vernichten", Dalton has argued that the entry shows that for Goebbels the word "vernichten is not 
mass murder—would the Jews really kill every German simply by remaining unopposed, and living amongst 
them? Of course not. But they could destroy the character and integrity of traditional German society."!“] 


=a Regarding "The prophesy which the Fuhrer made", see Alleged statements by Hitler on the Holocaust: The 1939 
Reichstag speech. 


= Regarding "The former Gauleiter of Vienna, who is to carry this measure", this likely refers to Odilo Globocnik and 
the Belzec, Sobibor, and Treblinka camps. See the articles on these topics. 
The often in politically correct quotes selectively excluded first sentence ("Beginning with Lublin, the Jews in the 
General Government are now being evacuated (abgeschoben) eastward."), with Lublin already being in the eastern 
part of the General Government, thus implying evacuation of the Jews out of Poland, is arguably inconsistent with the 
politically correct view that the Jews were killed or remained in Poland. 


Many other entries in the diary both before and after this particular entry are argued to clearly refer to deportations 
and not killings. See World War II statements argued to support Holocaust revisionism regarding many detailed 


we 


examples. See also the section ""Liquidate"" in this article on other entries using "liquidate" both before and after the 


27 March 1942 entry. 


13 December 1941 entry 
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Another diary entry frequently cited by anti-revisionists is the 13 December 1941 entry, which is stated to refer to a 
Reich Chancellery meeting of 12 December 1941. 


See Alleged statements by Hitler on the Holocaust: Goebbels's diary. 


15 February 1942 entry 


Sometimes misdated to 14 February 1942. This is an example of disputed translations of "Ausrottung" and 


"Vernichtung". See Meanings and translations of German words and Holocaust revisionism on this topic in general. 


Revisionist translation: "Bolshevism is a doctrine of the devil, and anybody who has once suffered from this scourge 
doesn’t want anything to do with it again. The sufferings of the Russian people under Bolshevism are indescribable. 
This Jewish terrorism must be rooted out, stump and stem, (ausgerottet, mit Stumpf und Stiel) from all of Europe. 
That is our historic task. World Jewry will suffer a great catastrophe at the same time as Bolshevism. The Fiihrer 
once more expressed his determination to pitilessly clear out (aufzurdumen) the Jews from Europe. There must be no 
squeamish sentimentalism about it. The Jews have deserved the catastrophe that has now overtaken them. Their 
destruction (Vernichtung) will go hand in hand with the destruction (Vernichtung) of our enemies."(7] 


13 May 1943 entry 


This is another example of disputed translations of "Ausrottung" and "Vernichtung". See Meanings and translations of 


German words and Holocaust revisionism on this topic in general. 


The diary entry includes the sentences "There is therefore no other recourse left for modern nations except to root out 
(auszurotten) the Jew. They will use all means to defend themselves against this gradual process of destruction 
(Vernichtungsprozess). One of these means is war. There is no hope of leading the Jews back into the fold of civilized 
humanity by exceptional punishments. They will forever remain Jews, just as we are forever members of the Aryan 
race."[7] 


Non-revisionists may instead translate "auszurotten" (a verb form of "Ausrottung") as "exterminate" and exclude the 


last two sentences. |Z! 


7 October 1943 entry 


See Posen speeches: Joseph Goebbels. 


14 March 1945 entry 


Dalton has stated on Goebbels’s diary that "I should note, by the way, that the German language does indeed have 
words for ‘killing’: morden, ermorden, töten, totschlagen, totschiessen. Goebbels had no shortage of alternatives if he 
wished to discuss literally killing the Jews. This is, after all, a personal and private diary. Consider his situation: 
Should the Germans win, he has nothing to fear. Should they lose, he must have known that his own death awaited, 
along with the ‘destruction’ of greater Germany—again, nothing to fear. Why hold back? So the reader might be 
wondering: Does Goebbels ever use such explicit terms? In fact he does: once. If I may temporarily leap ahead to one 
of his final entries, 14 March 1945, we read that certain soon-to-be-victorious Jews are calling for no mercy on the 
Germans—to which Goebbels replies, “Anyone in a position to do so should kill (totschlagen) these Jews like rats.” 
There we have it—an unambiguous call for murder. Except that it’s three years too late. One wonders, though, why, 


on the exterminationist thesis, Goebbels didn’t resort to such language much sooner."|9! 


Other diary entries 
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Several other diary entries are sometimes also discussed. See World War II statements argued to support Holocaust 
revisionism which cites many entries from the diary and the "External links" section. 


Non-diary statements 


Several non-diary statements by Goebbels are sometimes also discussed. See the "External links" section regarding 


discussions of several such. 


"The War and the Jews" 


The 1943 article "The War and the Jews" by Goebbels is sometimes cited by anti-revisionists. 


The article includes various threatening statements against Jews such as "In the end, the Fiihrer’s prophecy about 
World Jewry in 1939, which they laughed at then, will come true." Regarding revisionist views on this prophecy, see 
Alleged statements by Hitler on the Holocaust: The 1939 Reichstag speech. 


As it was a published article intended for the general public and considering the extreme secrecy claimed to have been 
implemented to conceal the Holocaust, a Holocaust confession by Goebbels in the article as claimed by non- 


revisionists is arguably surprising. 
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Goebbels commented on the reaction to the article in his diary on 8 May 1943 and finished with "The Jews must 
therefore be thrown out (aus...heraus) of Europe."!7! 


Gallery 


Walther Funk, Adolf Hitler, Magda and Joseph 
Goebbels 


See also 


= World War II statements argued to support Holocaust revisionism 


External links 
= Joseph Goebbels’ Battle for Berlin: The Beginning (1934) (https:/Awww.theoccidentalobserver.net/2022/06/12/jose 
ph-goebbels-battle-for-berlin-the-beginning-1934/) 
Articles on the diary 


= Goebbels on the Jews, Part 1 (https://codoh.com/library/document/1918/?lang=en) - discusses all significant 
entries on Jews in the diary between 1938 and 1944 
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= Goebbels on the Jews, Part 2 (https://codoh.com/library/document/3109/?lang=en) 
= The Goebbels Diaries are Fake (https://archive.ph/45s9V) 
=» Mark Weber: Squishy Semi-Revisionist Shirker — Part Two (http://codoh.com/library/document/4021/) 


Article archives 


= Codoh: Goebbels, Joseph (http://codoh.com/library/categories/887/) 


In books 


= Auschwitz Lies - Legends, Lies, and Prejudices on the Holocaust (http://nolocausthandbooks.com/index.php?pag 
e_id=18) - section 3.7.2. Joseph Goebbels 


= Lectures on the Holocaust - Controversial Issues Cross Examined (http://nholocausthandbooks.com/index.php?mai 
n_page=1&page_id=15) - 4.1. Confessions of NS Leaders During the War 


a The Hoax of the Twentieth Century (http://nolocausthandbooks.com/index.php?page_id=7) - Chapter 6 Et Cetera: 
Joseph Goebbels 


Sources 


= Taylor, Fred, (editor & translator) The Goebbels Diaries 1939-1941, Hamish Hamilton, London, 1982, ISBN: 0- 
241-10893-4 


= Trevor-Roper, Hugh, (editor; translated by Richard Barry) The Goebbels Diaries: The Last Days, Book Club 
Associates, London, 1977, ISBN: 0-436-17966-0 


= Thacker, Toby, Joseph Goebbels: life and Death, Palgrave-Macmillan, Basingstoke UK & New York, 2009, ISBN- 
13: 978-0-230-22889-4 


a Irving, David, Goebbels: Mastermind of the Third Reich, Focal Point, London, 1996/7, ISBN: 1-872197-13-2 
= Meissner, Hans-Otto, Magda Goebbels: A Biography, Sidgwick & Jackson, London, 1980, ISBN: 0-283-98635-2 
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